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NOTE:     Photographs taken by Jet Lowe, HAER photographer, 1986. 

IL-45-1   SOUTH AND WEST ELEVATION OF ILLINOIS PURE ALUMINUM (IPA) 
COMPANY FACTORY; SOUTH ELEVATION FACING ILLINOIS CENTRAL 
GULF RAILROAD TRACKS AND MAIN STREET.   THE ONE-STORY 
BRICK BUILDING TO THE LEFT IS AN ABANDONED COMMONWEALTH 
EDISON COMPANY ELECTRICAL SUBSTATION. 

IL-45-2 EAST ELEVATION OF IPA FACTORY; TWO-STORY SECTION BUILT IN 
1892 AND PARTIALLY DESTROYED PARAPET SECTION BUILT CA. 
1948.  BRICK CHIMNEY ALSO BUILT CA. 1948. 

IL-45-3 SOUTH AND WEST ELEVATION OF IPA FACTORY; TWO-STORY 
SECTION WITH BRICK PARAPET BUILT WITH FACTORY EXPANSION 
CA. 1948. GABLE ROOF SECTION IS PART OF ORIGINAL 1892 
FACTORY. TO THE RIGHT IS AN ABANDONED (COMMONWEALTH 
EDISON) ELECTRICAL SUBSTATION. 

IL-4 5-4 INTERIOR VIEW OF BASEMENT. CENTRAL LINE SHAFTING RUNNING 
NORTH-SOUTH IS IN PLACE; AT RIGHT IS A PRESS FOR WORKING 
THE ALUMINUM SHEETS; E. W. BLISS CO. OF BROOKLYN, NEW 
YORK, MANUFACTURED THE PRESS. MACHINERY ORIGINALLY 
POWERED BY OVERHEAD BELTS CONNECTED TO CENTRAL LINE 
SHAFTS; BY ABOUT THE 1940s THE MACHINERY WAS ELECTRICALLY 
POWERED. 

IL-45-5 INTERIOR VIEW OF BASEMENT, LOOKING WEST. DEEP DRAW, 
HEAVY PRESS MANUFACTURED BY E. W. BLISS CO., BROOKLYN, 
NEW YORK. PRESS #3-3/4 S, PATENTED BY E. W. BLISS CO., 
AUGUST 16, 1892, AND JANUARY 31, 1893. THIS PRESS DATES 
FROM CA. 1920. 

IL-45-6 INTERIOR VIEW OF BASEMENT OF CA. 1948 FACTORY ADDITION, 
WITH REINFORCED CONCRETE FRAME AND FLOOR OF REINFORCED 
CONCRETE TEE-BEAMS, LOOKING NORTH. AT LEFT IS DEEP DRAW, 
HEAVY PRESS MANUFACTURED BY E. W. BLISS CO., BROOKLYN, 
NEW YORK. PRESS #3-1/2 B, PATENTED BY E. W. BLISS CO., 
1893. MANUFACTURERS PLATE INDICATES PRESS DATES FROM 
1920. 
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IL-45-7 INTERIOR VIEW OF BASEMENT OF CA. 1948 FACTORY ADDITION, 
LOOKING SOUTHEAST. AT CENTER IS A DEEP-DRAWN, HEAVY 
PRESS MANUFACTURED BY E. W. BLISS CO., BROOKLYN, NEW 
YORK. PRESS #3-l/2-C PATENTED BY E. W. BLISS CO., 1893. 
MANUFACTURER'S PLATE INDICATES PRESS DATES FROM 1922. 

IL-45-8 INTERIOR VIEW OF BASEMENT OF CA. 1948 FACTORY ADDITION, 
LOOKING SOUTHWEST. AT CENTER IS THE SAME PRESS AS SHOWN 
ABOVE (IL-25-7). TO LEFT IS PART OF THE OVERHEAD BELT 
GUARD. 

IL-45-9 DETAIL OF THE 1922 E. W. BLISS PRESS AS SHOWN ABOVE 
(IL-25-7 and IL-25-8). 

IL-45-10 INTERIOR VIEW OF BASEMENT OF CA. 1948 FACTORY ADDITION, 
LOOKING SOUTH. AT CENTER IS A SHALLOW-DRAWN PRESS 
(#3-1/2) MANUFACTURED BY E. W. BLISS OF BROOKLYN, NEW 
YORK. 

IL-45-11 INTERIOR VIEW OF THIRD FLOOR OF ORIGINAL FACTORY, LOOKING 
NORTHWEST. THIS SECTION OF THE FACTORY WAS USED FOR 
STORAGE; THE STAIRWAY LEADS DOWN TO THE SECOND FLOOR 
WHICH WAS THE LOCATION OF THE COMPANY OFFICE AND EMPLOYEE 
CHANGE ROOM. 

IL-4 5-12 INTERIOR VIEW OF THIRD FLOOR OF ORIGINAL FACTORY, LOOKING 
NORTHEAST. THIS SECTION OF THE FACTORY WAS USED FOR 
STORAGE; CENTRAL LINE SHAFTING EXTENDS ALONG THE CENTER 
ROW OF COLUMNS. 

IL-45-13 INTERIOR VIEW OF THIRD FLOOR OF ORIGINAL FACTORY, LOOKING 
SOUTHEAST. THIS SECTION OF THE FACTORY WAS USED FOR 
STORAGE; TO THE LEFT IS AN ELECTRIC MOTOR SUSPENDED FROM 
A COLLAR BEAM. 

IL-45-14 INTERIOR VIEW OF THIRD FLOOR OF FACTORY ADDITION, 
NORTHWEST CORNER OF BUILDING. AT THE CENTER IS THE 
BUFFING MACHINE, MANUFACTURED BY THE ACME CO. OF DETROIT, 
MICHIGAN. IT WAS HERE THAT ALUMINUM WARES WERE BROUGHT 
FOR FINAL GRINDING AND BUFFING. THE HOSES REMOVED DUST 
AND DEBRIS. 


